
of organizations surveyed by TechValidate agreed that HPE Digital Learner prepared them 
to take certification exams.1

Certification

>>  Usually require you to pass assessments/exams given 
by third-party credentialing institutions

>>  Are divided into different kinds with unique purposes

>>   Save potential employers time and money in the 
onboarding process—making you a more attractive 
candidate

>>  Position employees for promotions or pay raises

Badges

>>  Typically awarded after you complete a training 
course/learning path and pass an accompanying 
assessment

>>  Are smaller milestones than certifications, but still 
require time and effort to pay off

>>  Optimized to be shared on social media

>>   Can be developed quickly, allowing people to earn 
credentials for the latest innovations

Check if the document is available 
in the language of your choice.

The ins and outs of

DIGITAL BADGING VERSUS CERTIFICATION

INTRODUCTION

If you think digital badging and certification are the same thing, you are not 
alone. Many do not know what distinguishes one from the other, but there are 
differences between them. A question that may immediately come to mind is: 
which is better? But perhaps there is room for them to coexist and even create 
synergistic results.

Easily accessible and verifiable proof of your expertise

Both provide verification of your expertise in a particular skill or area of 
knowledge. When it comes to applying for a new job or being promoted at 
your current company, validation of your abilities comes in handy.

Demonstration of your willingness to learn

Badges and certifications show that you are curious about a topic and 
motivated to learn—that you do not settle for existing knowledge. You push the 
envelope to learn more, and this reflects well on your character and credibility.

Record of your achievements

Keeping track of digital badges and certifications helps you reflect on and 
assess your own growth. The desire to earn your next certification or badge 
serves as motivation to stay engaged during training. 

HPE offers comprehensive training to prepare IT 
professionals for certification. For example, our 
learning-as-a-service offering HPE Digital Learner 
has content supporting more than 65 certifications. 
See the list of certifications here.

HPE has partnered with Credly to bring students free 
digital badges. Students earn badges for achievements 
of different learning levels and delivery formats. The full 
list of available badges can be found here.

SIMILARITIES

DIFFERENCES

88%

NOTE: An additional benefit of digital badges is that they can have specialized features built into them. These features 
vary by issuer; for example, HPE badges make it easy to identify and apply to suitable job opportunities.

Learn more about this by reading the full blog.

It’s a bad question! 

Digital badges and certifications should not be pitted against each 
other, because they are extremely complementary. People may earn and 
maintain a single certification in their career, but they can earn dozens 
or even hundreds of badges to update their skillsets and signal to 
management that they are growing and improving.

IS A DIGITAL BADGE OR CERTIFICATE MORE DESIRABLE?

Read the full article here.

LEARN MORE AT 
hpe.com/ww/learn

1  TechValidate, HPE Digital Learner, 2021
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